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MAP FORUM MEETING 
MORELETA / APIES / PIENAARS CATCHMENT  

Date : 16 JANUARY 2020 

Time : 10h00 – 12h00          Chair:   Ms. Erica Bergman                              

Venue :  DWS TRAINING CENTRE, ROODEPLAAT           Scribe:  Mrs. Yola Geldenhuys 

ITEM ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION  ACTION DUE 

1) WELCOME The Chair, Erica Bergman, welcomed all attendees to the MAP Forum Meeting. 
  

2) ATTENDANCE AND 

APOLOGIES 

The meeting was attended by Erica Bergman (Chair), Karen Marx (Vice Chair), Yola Geldenhuys 

(ICE), Kerneels Esterhuyse (COT DWS), Gawie Jansen van Vuuren (CoT Roads & Transport), 

Alexander Heunis (COT Environment), Sam Thobejane (DWS:NR), Ananias Mamabolo (DWS:IE), 

Mike Silberbauer (DWS:RGIS), Blessing Zulu (DWS:RQIS), Kenny Mabaso (DWS), Mpho Kadi, Marc 

Leroy, Mathabo Phoka (GDARD), Lambert de Klerk, Sampie Steynberg (Afriforum), Veronica 

Stolts, Fransie Marais, Johan Strydom (Pienaars River), Liame van der Westhuizen (ARC), Kobus 

Fell (RoodeWAG), L Wolmarans (Aquaffection). 

Apologies were tendered by Pierre Roux, Malise Noe, Joan du Toit and Bernard (Cullinan 

Conservatory), Johan Welmans, Darryl Moss, Esmy Madumo, Nico Brits, Theuns Vogel, Andrie 

Meyer, Erica Meyer, Anita Langenhoven and Rodney Genricks. 

  

3) PREVIOUS MINUTES  

3.1) Errata Page 1 – Attendance and Apologies – Ananias Mamabolo not Andries Mamabolo 

Page 1 – Gawie van Vuuren is from Tshwane Roads, not Ramps 

Page 6 – DWS is receiving water quality information from Tshwane, not the other way around. 

Page 7 - 4th Paragraph – 2nd Line – “Rowing Club” not Rain Club 

Page 10 – “Date of Next Meeting” – year is incorrect – “2020” not 2010 
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3.2) Outstanding Items Outstanding items to be covered under the Agenda. 
  

4) RATIFICATION OF AGENDA 

  
The agenda was accepted without change. 

  

5 ) ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

5.1) Tshwane Wastewater Treatment   
  

 Rooiwal Erica received positive feedback from a colleague that often visit Rooiwal for birdwatching with 

reports of improvement. 

Kerneels Esterhuyse reported on progress at Rooiwal Wastewater Treatment Works (WWTW).  

The 2 bottom belt presses are in operation and the maintenance of the other 4 belt presses are 

still ongoing.  The maintenance and service of belt presses 1 and 4 are expected to be completed 

by end of February 2020.  Belt presses 2 and 3 should be operational by end of June 2020.  Erica 

commented that this is behind schedule.  

Kerneels referred to the challenges they are facing regarding funding for the WWTW.  The 

Adjustment Budget has been handed in to the Council for approval and feedback is due by 

February/March 2020. 

The Dredging at the top of the dam is now complete and the bottom of the dam is in process.  

Completion is anticipated for March 2020. 

The upgrade of the WWTW is still progressing regarding the establishment of the site.  A work 

permit has not been issued as yet due to administrative issues.  The consultant to oversee the 

project needs to be appointed. 

Frequent meetings are also being held with the Department of Water Affairs (DWA) and the 

Department of Water & Sanitation (DWS).  Rooiwal also received a parliamentary visit. 

The Municipality was granted with funds from the USDG Funds, but the Municipality is also 

requested to look for assistance from other departments of state like Ekurhuleni Water Care 
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Company (ERWAT) for funding.  A Memorandum of Understanding has to be drafted in order for 

this to take place.  Currently, a contract for the scope of work is being drawn up and the 

Municipal Manager will need to approve this.  Kerneels confirms that ERWAT will not be taking 

over but will be assisting with the maintenance of Rooiwal and will have their own contractors 

to assist with the operations and monitoring as part of the management process. 

Kerneels provided feedback regarding the Safety Contract for the WWTW at Rooiwal.  A 

Service Level Agreement has been drafted with ERWAT, which includes security at Rooiwal 

WWTW.  The CoT has started a program to upgrade the security, but no date has been given 

for finalisation.   

 

 

Baviaanspoort The progress at Baviaanspoort is going well.  Tshwane is in process of reinstating Module 2.   

Capacity is the only challenge Baviaanspoort is facing at the moment.  Additional capacity of 

about 16 ML/day is expected by May 2020. 

  

5.1.1) Claims Against 

Tshwane 

Kobus Fell has a claim against the City of Tshwane (CoT), but has had no feedback from CoT.  

Theuns also has a claim against CoT, but he is also awaiting feedback. 

  

5.1.2) Meeting with City 

Manager 

Kerneels confirmed that meetings were held with the CM and continuous feedback is provided.  

As no new CM has been appointed, the post is shared between 3 officials with rotational duties.  

This could hinder the flow of activities and progress that is being made. 

The meeting with the City Manager (CM) on 10 December 2019 was cancelled due to heavy rains. 

Erica gave brief feedback from the last meeting with the CM and confirmed that monthly 

meetings are to be held with the CM.  She referred to the 2-Year Maintenance Plan that she 

received.  It was agreed with Tshwane that a 25-Year Management Plan for the WWTWs must 

be put in place.  The Plan will be drawn up for the 4 critical WWTWs first, namely Rooiwal, 

Klipgat, Baviaanspoort and Sunderland Ridge and expanded to include all WWTWs. 

Kerneels confirmed that R6 billion was needed to get the 4 critical WWTWs fully operational.  

He referred to an Extended Investment Plan currently being developed, which will be considered 

as a Maintenance Plan going forward, but another R20 billion is also required for this.  
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Negotiations are being made with various funders like the Jhb Stock Exchange and the 

Development Bank SA to assist.  Erica confirms that the CoT has agreed to combine their efforts 

with the private sector to obtain funding for water treatment. 

Erica stated that Telmar has completed their Rehabilitation Plan for the Roodeplaat Dam.  It 

was suggested to contact Telmar regarding their funding models, as funding was a big portion 

of their solution. 

Erica spoke about the processing of bids at CoT.  Various committees are being set up to assist 

with procurement.  This appears to be working. 

Erica reported that a permanent transformer with a dedicated electricity line will be installed 

at Rooiwal to supply the WWTW with permanent power for when load-shedding or power outage 

occurs.  Karen asked if all the other WWTW will also be provided with transformers, but only 

Rooiwal is currently planned for.  It was suggested that the other 3 critical WWTW would also 

need to get transformers installed.  Erica suggested that this item could be included at the next 

meeting with the CM, but noted that the possibility was there that the other WWTW had enough 

capacity and that a transformer is not currently needed. 

It was requested that the water supply reticulation be expanded to include various communities 

downstream of Rooiwal that are currently supplied by water tankers.  The costs of supplying 

water by water tankers is very costly and it is expected that a piped system will be cheaper in 

the long-term.  A phase approach was suggested.  Feedback is expected at the next CM meeting.  

 Security of critical 

infrastructure 

No feedback can be given on the status of the securement of critical infrastructure (Expected 

budget R100 million). 

  

5.1.3) DWS Enforcement 

of Compliance  

The court case between the DWS and the CoT was due in November / December 2019.  Kerneels 

confirmed that the court case was postponed until further notice. 

  

5.2) Solid Waste and 

Recycling 

Concerns were raised regarding solid waste and recycling and it was agreed that this item would 

be raised at the next CM meeting. 
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Frans Dekker confirmed that the previous Group Head and MMC had left the services of the City.  

There is also a new MMC (Dana Wannenburg - Environmental Services).  Frans is optimistic about 

the positive changes regarding waste management and recycling and said that the new acting 

group are aiming to work towards a new direction to accomplish this positive change.   

Frans to give further feedback at the next Forum meeting.  

5.3) Weed Control Programmes 
  

 Pom-pom weed Liamé van der Westhuizen from the Agricultural Research Council (ARC – Plant Health and 

Protection) presented “Biocontrol of pompom weed, Campuloclinium macrocephalum”. 

The presentation detailed the expanded growth of the pom-pom plant across South Africa and 

their inclination to infest grasslands.  The weeds establish easily in overgrazed natural farmland 

and have difficulty in wetland areas that have good condition growth with various grass species. 

In order to remove the plant by hand, one needs to remove the growth point which lies just 

below the soil.  This is sufficient to remove the plant completely and efficiently, and 

underground roots can be left to rot. 

Various types of control were explained. 

• Mechanical control where the flower heads are removed.  Bag the flowers and leave 

them in the sun to rot or remove the mature flowers and dispose. 

• Chemical control consists of two basic ingredients, namely Metsulfuron Methyl and 

Picloram.  It was stated that 80% control was shown over a period of 4 to 5 years and 

that it had to be sprayed over 4 to 5 seasons.  Spraying can be done at temperatures 

below 30° with no rain.   

Liamé stated that if landowners have means to chemical control, it must be done 

responsibly.  The plants absorb chemical only during the growth phase (November to 

April) and it is pointless to spray if the plant is not actively growing.  
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It was advised to contact Rhodes University before chemical control.  Sending 

photographs will enable them to correctly identify the invader and ensure that the 

correct chemicals are supplied. 

Rust fungus is also known to kill the leaves and eats the plant from the bottom up, as 

the spores spread from the bottom and spread upwards, drastically effecting seedlings.  

The seedlings eventually become too small to cope with the pressure and the bigger 

plants begin to die back.  Rust fungus spread during the December to February rainfalls.  

The long-term effects of Rust is unknown and still under research.  

• Biological control – the pathogen, stem-galling thrip is a leaf feeding moth and originates 

from Argentina, where permission was given to import these insects into the country.  

Thrips’ diet is restricted to the pompom plant.  The plant becomes stunted with reduced 

shoots and seedheads, and less viable seeds per head.  With a heavy infestation of thrips, 

the plant cannot grow and will eventually die.  Thrips burrow underground during winter 

and are protected from fire and frost.  As soon as the pompoms start growing, the thrips 

appear and start feasting.  Thrips will die on old plant growth but thrive on new growth.  

Although slow starters, they spread very quickly. 

The thrips can be spread by taking a cutting of an infected deformed plant and tying it 

onto another plant.  Landowners are encouraged to start their own nursery in this way.   

 Hyacinth Petrus Venter presented on Hyacinth control at Hartbeespoort Dam - “Hartebeespoort Dam – 

Integrated Biological Remediation Program” 

The Hartebeespoort Dam was a Research and Development Project built after World War 1.  The 

project was financed by England and had its grand opening in 1923.   

Algae blooms have been a problem in the dam for years, thanks to high Inflow of sewage.  

Floating wetlands were placed in the dam in 2016, which are reedbeds and natural vegetation 

established on constructed reed floats.  The artificial wetlands created habitat for zoo-plankton, 

insects and fish fry, to create an entire ecosystem based on the algae.  The ecosystem is starting 

to balance itself out and this is having a very positive impact on the condition of the dam. 
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Birdlife has exploded, as they now have a place to breed.  The indigenous Red Knobbed Coot 

had now increased in population since 2012 and reached a population of 4 600.  The fish have 

also multiplied extensively but invasive species remain a problem.   

The birds now found on the Dam are eating the vegetation, as well as the the hyacinths.  This 

healthy ecosystem is contributing to keeping the hyacinth under control.  The Hartebeespoort 

Dam is in much better condition than previously, with fewer problems with hyacinths. 

It was pointed out that hyacinth control is best staggered to prevent a sudden die-down of 

plants, and algae blooms.  A discussion was held on the merits of bio-control vs chemical 

spraying.  DWS is not supporting widespread use of chemical spraying. 

Erica reminded the Forum about the graphs previously presented by Telmar, where cost 

comparisons were done.  If no maintenance is done for a long time, you end up with a very large 

expenditure later on.  An alternative model is to spend smaller amounts of money continuously 

so that the problems are kept under control.  This method is more effective and funding can be 

better controlled, but management is critical.  Erica urged the participants to put 25-year plans 

in place for all their Departments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 

6) FEEDBACK 

6.1) Moreletaspruit 

Forum 

Adopt Moreletaspruit is hosting an Insect Walk on Saturday the 18th of January 2020.  Erica to 

include the newsletter in the minutes. 

 
Erica 

 

6.2) Apies River Forum 

/ Rooiwal 

Committee 

No feedback was provided, as Theuns and Nico were unable to attend the meeting. 

Erica confirmed that both attend the CM meetings and the CM is very aware of the problems at 

the Apies River. 

 
 

 

6.3) Pienaars River 

Forum / 

Roodeplaat Water 

Action Group 

Kobus expressed his delight at the massive rains which filled Roodeplaat Dam during December 

and indicated that it had been one of the highest floods experienced since 1978.  Although the 

Pienaars River was flooded, no major damage to the infrastructure at the rowing section or 

water hyacinths were recorded.  Trees were brought down by the flood. 
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The sludge that was contained in Pienaars River Estuary was washed into the dam basin, which 

will cause a problem with water purification downstream.  He expected Baviaanspoort Works to 

again have a negative impact come winter. 

Kobus confirmed that they had started spraying the hyacinths the previous week with 5,000 l 

herbicide.  They hope to have the hyacinths contained within the next two months.  Kobus will 

meet with Julie Coetzee from Rhodes University next week regarding bio-chemical control at 

Roodeplaat Dam.  

Roodeplaat Dam will be hosting the Rowing Competition in 2023.  A motion was put to the 

Minister of the Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries (DEFF, previously DEA) in 

Parliament to continue with the program for maintenance of the dam in October 2019. No reply 

was received to date and they appear to have withdrawn.  Kobus stated that the DEFF have 

funding for herbicide, but it was not being used on the dam.  The adjacent property owners are 

currently spraying at their own cost.   

There was no representative from DEFF at the meeting.  Erica asked Mark Leroy if GDARD can 

assist.  GDARD will try to put Kobus in contact with the correct person at the DEFF.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark 
Leroy 

6.4) City of Tshwane No feedback was provided. 
  

6.5) Depart of Water 

and Sanitation  

No feedback was provided. 
  

6.6) Gauteng 

Department of 

Agriculture and 

Rural Development 

Marc admitted that there was no feedback from the rivers as they still waiting for the latest 

statistics, but basically the rivers in the Moreletaspruit and Pienaars areas are in a very poor 

state and that water cannot be sampled because of the sewerage spills.  Marc stated that they 

were compiling an Annual Report.   

The issues around stormwater is that by the end of this year, the Department was hoping to 

have sustainable urban drainage where it will be showing how to manage the drainage from a 

greener point of view. 
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Erica pointed out that there is a huge movement towards green development and people are a 

lot more aware of water conservation and recycling than previously.  Although a lot of people 

want to do it, they do not know how to start the process.   

Erica suggested that the Annual Report that is being developed for the technical people and for 

this can be developed into a 2-page information brochure for general dissemination.  Social 

media should be used to provide the people with guidance and assistance and to educate them 

on how recycling and water conservation works.  Marc agreed and said he would speak to his 

project manager regarding Erica’s suggestion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 
Marc 

6.7) Other  
  

7) COMMUNICATION 

 
It was agreed that social media should be used to “spread the word” and Erica confirmed that articles on the MAP 

Forum Facebook page were going out twice a week.  Erica requested the Forum to assist by writing short paragraphs 

which can be used to educate people on the Facebook social media page. 

 
All 

 

8) DATE OF MEETING 2020 dates - 19 March, 21 May, 16 July, 17 September, 19 November 2020 
  

9) CLOSURE Erica declared the meeting closed and thanked members for their attendance and participation. 
  

 


