
 

MAP FORUM MEETING 

MORELETA/APIES/PIENAARS CATCHMENT  

Date : 18 July 2019 

Time : 10h00 – 12h00          Chair:   Ms Erica Bergman                              

Venue :  DWS TRAINING CENTRE, ROODEPLAAT            Scribe:  Mrs. Yola Geldenhuys 

ITEM ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION  ACTION DUE  

1 WELCOME The Chair, Erica Bergman, welcomed all attendees to the MAP Forum Meeting.   

2 ATTENDANCE 

APOLOGIES 
The meeting was attended by Erica Bergman (Chair), Karen Marx (Vice-chair), Yola Geldenhuis (ICE), 
Frederick Malleson (Hazeldean), Thabiso Bhili (ICE), Eugene Fourie (GCA, Seringveld Conservancy), 
Alexander Heunis (COT Nature Conservation), Adelene Marais (COT Nature Conservation), Kobus Fell 
(Roodewag), Conrad Matsepe (Arcelor Mittal), Mathapo Phoka (GDARD), Veronica Stoltz 
(Pienaarsriver Forum), Fransie Marais (Pienaarsriver Forum), Louis Makhubele (COT Solid Waste), 
Gawie Jansen van Vuuren (COT Roads and Stormwater), Stanley Malatsa (DWS Resource Quality 
Information Services), Mike Silberbauer (DWS RQIS), Madumo Esmy (DWS Institutional Establishment), 
Lhshane Magube (DWS IE), Abrugme Poswa (DWS), Bafana Skosana (DWS:North-West), Patience 
Mabitje (DWS:NW), Sibusiso Nhlopo (DWS), Anenies Mamabolo (DWS), Kenny Mabozo (DWS), Mike 
Plisic (Bon Accord IB), Nico Brits (Apies River)       

Apologies were tendered by Tumelo Koitheng, Andrie and Erica Meyer, Joe du Toit, Wendy Ralekoa, 
Justice Maluleke, Darryl Moss, Johan Welmans, Pierre Roux, Kerneels Esterhuyse, Morné Mostert, 
Noe Malise and Henry Rowan. 

  

3 PREVIOUS MINUTES  

3.1  Errata Erica thanked Esme and the Department of Water and Sanitation for the continued support they give 
to the Forum. 

The Minutes were accepted without any changes. 

  

3.2  Outstanding Outstanding items to be covered under Items for discussion.   

4 AGENDA “Informal Recyclers” was added to the Agenda under sub-clause 5.3.1.   

5  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

5.1 Meeting with City 
Manager   

Erica reported that a meeting was scheduled with the City of Tshwane (COT) City Manager to follow-
up on serious outstanding matters, expected to take place on the 5th or 6th of August 2019.   

Erica 
Bergman 
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Erica and Karen will be representing the MAP Forum.  The Rooiwal Committee will be presented by 
Committee members.  

Since the DWS have instigated court proceedings against COT regarding wastewater treatment, it 
was agreed that DWS will not attend the first meeting.  

Karen 
Marx 

5.2 Tshwane 
Wastewater 
Treatment 

COT Water and Sanitation was not represented at the meeting, so no feedback was given. 

Kerneels to report back at the next meeting. 

Kerneels 
Esterhuyse 
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   5.2.1 DWS Court Case   No feedback.  

Wendy to report back at the next meeting. 

Wendy 
Ralekoa 
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   5.2.2 DWS 
Responsibilities 

Wendy also to give feedback regarding the responsibilities of the DWS at the next meeting (Stand 
over from previous meeting). 

Wendy 
Ralekoa 
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5.3 Solid Waste & 
Recycling 

Erica welcomed COT Acting Director: Program Implementation of Solid Waste, Louis Makhubele for 
attending and took note of the various Departments present and interested, namely national 
departments of Water and Sanitation, Environmental Affairs, provincial department GDARD, local 
municipal departments of Roads and Stormwater, Environment. 

Louis presented a slide show on respect of Waste Management functions in COT and the plans going 
forward. 

The Solid Waste Division functions under the Department of Environment and Agriculture within the 
CoT.  Collections of waste are separated into 2 clusters (Regions 1, 2, 5, 7 and Regiona 3, 4, 6.  Each 
cluster has a Managing Director and each Region has a Deputy Director that manages operations. 

o Waste Removal Policy Standards & Regional Support 
o Landfills & Transfer Stations and Management 
o Alternative Waste Treatment Technology  
o Provision of Bulk Waste Services  

 

Louis explained the by-law enforcement on waste management and the lack of support from the 
Tshwane Metro Police Department (TMPD) on enforcement on waste issues.  Although dumping is 
illegal under waste management by-laws, it is not enforced by the TMPD. 

Louis explained that 10 people are being trained as peace officers to assist with illegal dumping.  
The Legal Department is processing a proposal for the scheduling of fines for waste-related offences 
for implementation.  Once the fines are implemented, the peace officers will have the authority to 
fine people for illegal dumping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Budget is needed to service the waste stations in the city, as illegal dumping is a major contribution 
towards waste management. 

Budget in this financial year: 

o Development of Waste Transfer Station - R9 250 000  
o Provision of Waste Containers - R20 500 000 
o Upgrade of Access Control at Waste Disposal Sites - R7 Million 
o Development of Multipurpose Waste Facilities – R0 
o Facilities public for multi-purpose waste like household and garden waste - R15 Million  
o Establishment of New Regional Landfill – R0 

Louis spoke about the Integrated Waste Management Plan.   

A Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) in Attridgeville drives the separation of waste and recycling 
between Region 3 – CBD, Hatfield and Sunnyside and Region 4 – Centurion, Lyttleton and Laudium. 
All recyclable waste in these two Regions will be extracted by the partner and all waste that is not 
recyclable will be packaged for disposal in the Landfill.  The main focus is to bring clean waste to 
the facility, not only mixed waste. 

Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) is running a program to assist the TMPD on how to 
integrate with informal settlers.  Through the partnership and funding from the DEA, 3 buy-back 
centres have been established in Stinkwater (Region 1/2), Atteridgeville, Hammanskraal, with 2 
more planned at Soshanguve and Themba.  A new facility in Ga-Rankuwa has been completed and 
there is a planned facility in Mamelodi, which is good news as Mamelodi has been identified as being 
one of the main sources of pollution at the Roodeplaat Dam. 

There are four operational landfill sites - Bronkhorstspruit, Hatherley (Mamelodi), Ga-Rankuwa and 
Soshanguve and these can last from between 9 to 30 years, if run correctly.  Six landfill sites have 
already closed down, including recently Onderstepoort.  There is a Shredding Plant at Rookhuiskraal 
Site and one is considered at Onderstepoort Landfill Site.  150,000 tons of waste gets dumped every 
month. 

Illegal Dumping / Waste Separation to be put on the agenda for the meeting with the City Manager.  
Infrastructure is needed for separation of waste and supporting funding.  

Louis to send an email to Erica indicating key issues that need urgent funding. 

The problem is that R15 million is being budgeted for new landfill sites, but R90 million is spent on 
cleaning illegal dumping. To be raised with the City Manager.  Supermarkets like Checkers, Spar, 
Pick ‘n Pay and Woolworths must take responsibility for their waste. Action needs to be taken against 
them on a national level. Shopping centres have parking lots that could be utilised for waste sorting.  
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Waste problem is the responsibility of the municipality, the local government, the public and private 
sectors, who are prepared to assist.  By-laws need to be amended from the City Council and they 
need to talk to the big industries regarding this problem. 

Proper facilities need to be made available to the public for the disposal of plastics for recycling and 
not only for glass and paper and recycling needs to be made easier for the public. The CoT needs to 
lead by interacting with communities and educating them on the by-laws of waste removal and waste 
management.  This can be done by putting notes on back of Utility Bills, advertise on social media 
and websites, circulate electronically and create brochures.   

Erica requested Frans to email where the 10 stations in the city were and how much is spent annually 
on removing illegal dumping. 
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   5.3.1 Informal 
Recyclers 

Construction for a facility to accommodate informal traders at Bronkhortspruit is in process.   

A facility in Pretoria West to service informal recyclers in the city centre is being finalised from the 
previous financial year.  The idea is to accommodate them with drop-off centres where they can go 
and sort out their waste, have bins provided for them and cubicles to do their sorting.  Discussions 
are held with private waste removal companies to buy the waste from the informal recyclers. 

Problems are experienced with informal recyclers in the open space areas, for example the 
Moreletaspruit near Solomon Mahlangu Drive.  The Green Scorpions tried to remove informal 
recyclers from the riverbanks and were taken to court.  Although it is expected that remaining waste 
will be washed down the river with the next rainfall, nothing can be done until the court case is 
resolved.   

Informal recyclers have a huge impact in the country, and they are sadly left out of the bigger 
picture. They need to be part of the changes and processes within the city.  Lack of education and 
understanding the effect that waste has further downstream remains a challenge.  

There are 9 facilities identified that can be used to accommodate informal traders.  Funding has 
been requested for informal recyclers, but none has been given to date. 

  

6 FEEDBACK 

6.1 Moreletaspruit 
Forum 

A main line water pipe leak was referred to Kerneels, as the leak has been ongoing for three months. 

Contact numbers were requested for the environmental people that is working with the BRT project 
near Menlyn. 

Erica 
Bergman 

 

6.2 Apies River 
Forum / Rooiwal 
Committee 

By July it was reported that five of the twelve belt processes are working.   

Photographs taken from Apies River show streams of sewerage/sludge being pumped into the fields 
where it is overflowing into dams and onto the roads.  Sludge is also present inside the river itself.  
The sludge is covering an area of about 5 plots and has increased in depth from 20 cm to 40 cm 

 

 

 

 



 

within a month.  Farmers were told that the sludge at the bottom of the river was rising to the top 
due to the cold weather.  Kobus confirmed this to be not true.   

Theuns Vogel needs his dam pumped where sludge overflowed from Rooiwal.  His farm has been 
without water for about 19 months.  He’s lost approximately 6.5 hectares of farming land which 
cost him between R45 thousand and R55 thousand per month.  He was told sumit a claim, but the 
dam needs to be pumped before a claim can be submitted. Farmers downstream of Rooiwal are 
battling with the sludge, but there is no assistance from CoT. 

Theuns to put together a proposal with supporting evidence, namely footage of him collecting 
samples, as well as photographs of the dam’s condition. 

There are 94 farmers in the Apies River catchment that requested assistance with water delivery 
by tanker, as their borehole water is too contaminated to use.  COT previously indicated that the 
cost is too high to pipe water to these farms.   

A lot of water is wasted during transportation or at the loading points with the water tankers.  This 
needs to be taken up with the official at COT regarding the contractors responsible for the 
transporting of the water tankers.  It was suggested that Theuns make notes of the dates and 
times, take photos of the registration numbers of the trucks and obtain footage of the spillage of 
the water during transportation, so that a report with proof can be prepared. 

Rubbish that is collected along the side of the roads are not collected by the contractors.  Louis to 
follow up. 

Sludge at Rooiwal is still smoldering.  Dense smoke over Rooiwal are exacerbating the problems. 

Claims to COT is not being processed.  This issue to be raised with the City Manager. 
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6.3 Pienaars River 
Forum / 
Roodeplaat 
Water Action 
Group 

The rehabilitation plan of the Pienaars River and the Roodeplaat strategy was discussed. An 
external party has shown interest to assist the DWA and the CoT with finances, but the correct 
people need to come together to discuss what must be done.  More details were requested 
regarding the above matter.  The United Nations are prepared to assist South Africa, but the 
correct people in the DWA and CoT need to be located.  

Erica asked Kobus to send her an email so that it could be circulated with the Minutes. This would 
give the various Departments who wanted to get involved a chance to give their suggestions and/or 
opinions on the matter going forward.  

 

 

Kobus Fell 
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6.4 Cullinan 
Concerns 

Eugene spoke about the fire protection to prevent wildfires and the various evasive species. 

Frans shared that the Agricultural Research Centre breed imported thrips to control pompom, (3 
various types).  The thrips destroy the plants from the inside and preventing the production of 
seed.  Eugene stated that the bugs are not surviving winter and breeding is slow, but Frans 
confirmed that the thrips survive in places like the Boekenhoutkloof area and the Traffic Training 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Centre where they have been introduced.  It takes 3 to 5 years for the biological effect to take 
place and the bugs are used for an ongoing biological project. 

Frans suggested a short presentation regarding pompoms and thrips at the next meeting, as this 
weed destroy livestock feed. 

Eugene Reported wonderful news - Queen of the Night has been exterminated in their area. 

 

 

Frans 
Dekker 

 

 

19/9 

6.5 City of Tshwane Erica reported on the Medium-Term Budget from CoT allocate R140 million per year for the next 3 
years to Waste Water treatment.  CoT appears to be not budgeting for the long-term upgrades, 
which means they might be able to implement Phase 1 of the Rooiwal upgrade, but we don’t see 
planning or budget for follow-up phases.  The R140 million per year gets divided between the 13 
wastewater treatments plants in Tshwane.  The Forum requests COT’s plans going forward, 
because the Budget is not reflecting previous promises made. 

Frans asked if it was possible to construct a temporary dam at the sewerage works for the sludge 
to run into, so that clean water can run out and the sludge stays behind.  The problem is that the 
plant was running at its full capacity.  Rooiwal reached capacity by July 2017.  It gets worse in 
summer because of ingress of stormwater into the sewerage system.   

Cleaning of the Rooiwal maturation ponds is currently in progress and will take another 3 months 
to complete.  The overflow sludge is pumped into an overflow dam, which are also at capacity.  If 
the dam overflows, sludge flow directly into the adjacent farmlands. 

Erica requested feedback on the issue of solid waste at the meeting to be held in September, as 
this was a very serious problem. 

 

Erica 
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6.5 Department of 
Water Affairs & 
Sanitation 

Esmy confirmed that they were on the transition stage with the Department of Human Settlement 
and the Department of Water and Sanitation, which has caused some issues.   

A public consultation session was held on Friday 5 July 2019 in Mooinooi, where the tariffs for rural 
water was discussed.  Esmy indicated that she will send them a presentation/email regarding the 
tariffs. 

 

Esmy 
Madumo 
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6.6 GDARD No feedback.  

6.7 Other    

7 COMMUNICATION Erica requested Forum Members to forward emails regarding issues to be followed up with City 
Manager. 

  

8 NEXT MEETING Thursday 19 September 2019   

9 CLOSURE Erica declared the meeting closed and thanked members for attendance and participation.   


