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MAP FORUM MEETING 

MORELETA/APIES/PIENAARS CATCHMENT  

Date : 16 May 2019 

Time : 10h00 – 12h00          Chair:   Ms Erica Bergman                              

Venue :  DWS TRAINING CENTRE, ROODEPLAAT            Scribe:  Ms Yola  

ITEM ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION  ACTION DUE  

1 WELCOME The Chair, Erica Bergman, welcomed all attendees to the MAP Forum Meeting.   

2 ATTENDANCE AND 

APOLOGIES 

An attendance register was circulated. 

Apologies were tendered by Andrie and Erica Meyer, Kerneels Esterhuyse, Gawie Jansen van 

Vuuren, Frederick Malleson, Morne Mostert, Noe Malise, Justice Maluleke and Henry Rowan. 

  

3 PREVIOUS MINUTES  

3.1  Errata The minutes were accepted without any changes.   

3.2  Outstanding Items Outstanding items to be covered under Items for discussion.   

4 RATIFICATION OF 

AGENDA 

The agenda was accepted without changes.    

5  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

5.1 TSHWANE 

WASTEWATER 

TREATMENT   

The City of Tshwane Water and Sewerage Department did not attend the Forum meeting.   

Last month’s Rooiwal Committee was attended by new MMC Abel Tau.  Erica reported that MMC 

Tau indicated that they will continue with the work that they were doing, and that current 

planning and projects will not be stopped.  

The Maintenance Plan was requested in September last year.  Although the City has indicated 

that it can be made available, it has not been provided to date. Tshwane has indicated that the 

information cannot be shared because of the ongoing court case against Tshwane.  

Erica to make an appointment with COT management to follow up on outstanding items. 
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5.1.1 PROVISION OF 

WATER TO APIES 

CATCHMENT 

Water is provided to local farmers in the Apies River catchment with tankers.  Tshwane previously 

investigated the installation of pipelines, but costs were prohibitive.  It was asked that Tshwane 

reinvestigate with a longer-term planning.  

 

COT 

 

5.1.2 CURRENT 

PROJECTS AND 

PROPOSED 

UPGRADES 

Erica reported that the Phase 1 tender bid is still with the COT Tender Committee. It was 

presumed that it will only go ahead in the next financial year.  It was pointed out that Phase 1 

had been budgeted for in this financial year, so another year was lost.  Justice Maluleke (Director 

at DWS) is talking to Tshwane’s City Manager. 

At last count 5 of the belt presses are up and running. This is up from December, when none of 

the 12 belt presses were working.  It is expected that by end of May, all 12 should be working. 

The dredging of maturation ponds is ongoing, with completion expected by mid-June.  

 

KE 

 

5.1.3 CTMM FINANCIALS Tshwane’s Adjustment Budget came out on 28 February.  

Tthe Budget was R30.5 million last year and increased to R33 million this year.  By end of 

March, R22.5 million was spent, 9% below planning.  Last year they overspent by 5%.   

Councillor Welmans stated that the amount spent was very difficult to explain at this stage, 

because most of the projects were still being processed. Regarding Baviaans WWTW, a 

contractor was appointed, but the project has not been handed over yet. A lot of money is 

being spent on consultants.  

Adelene Marais of COT Environment indicated that there were big changes in procurement and 

that venders were being appointed that can’t deliver.  Tenders then have to be re-advertised.  

The procurement system is causing delays in spending.   

Karen Marx asked what happens to the money that does not get spent by the end of the 

financial year.  Adelene stated that the money gets lost to the Department.  Erica pointed out 

that the money that does not get spent, gets re-allocated in the following year.  Either planning 

is not being done correctly, or the way of getting the money is not being worked out properly.  

Erica noticed on the ‘Funding Source Table’ of the Budget that there was R32 million allocated 

to Integrated City Development, but nothing had been spent.  Community Library Services had a 

budget of R7 million, but spent a total of R88 000. 

Erica requested that Councillor Walmans raise these issue of budget spending at the Council 

Meetings.  Councillor Walmans assured the Forum that the figures were not as bad as it seemed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JW 

 

 



Map Forum Meeting         3 

 

and advised the Forum to wait until the end of the financial year to see what has been spent.  

He suggested that the Forum invite one of the MMC Finance officials to attend a meeting to 

explain. 

It was pointed out that service delivery was a big worry and the fact that there are no results 

being seen. It was further pointed out that if there was a contract and the process had been 

given 6 months ago and the process had not even started yet, the service delivery will suffer. 

Erica said they will take note and wait another 3 months.  

 

6 BIOREMEDIATION 

6.1 PRESENTATION Rodney Genricks presented on bioremediation. 

Rodney explained that they assisted one of the farmers in the Apies River downstream of 

Rooiwal WWTW, where his supply water pond was blocked with sewerage.  Blockages were 

cleared within a few days by using bioremediation. 

Rodney stated that they were part of South African Local Government (SALG).  They are busy 

treating their 4th sewerage works. 

The difference between Chemical and Biological treatment was explained – Chemical treatment 

compacts the sludge at the bottom and with biological treatment there is no sludge left.  He 

stated that biological processes cost a fraction of the chemical treatment. 

Rodney referred to the “Parachute System” where they look at utilising the sewerage pipelines 

as sewerage plants and stated that sewerage plants are not needed.  Rodney stated that they 

don’t need massive amounts of capex money and only require normal running costs.  All the 

results are in the document.  Karen requested that the report be circulated.  Rodney to email 

the report to Erica to be circulated. 

Kobus Fell enquired whether Rodney was promoting EcoTabs.  Rodney said that he was not 

promoting EcoTabs, but bioremediation. 

Kobus stated that they had had such a presentation before and that he had contacted people 

who used EcoTabs in America.  The reply from the USA was that EcoTabs cannot replace 

sewerage treatment works. Kobus pointed out that there was no way one could replace 

sewerage works with Eco Tabs or any other similar product.  Feedback from New Zealand was 

they were no longer using EcoTabs. 
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Kobus pointed out that it was not a solution to say that by introducing Eco Tabs or any other 

similar product would make treatment plants obsolete.  Kobus stated that he was against the 

removal of sewerage plants, unless it can be proved effective.  He spoke to COT and stated that 

there was no substance to replacing the water or sewerage treatment plants with a chemical or 

biological product.  

A representative from DWS / CMA enquired what the difference is between Rodney’s strategy 

and what they have been using and whether Rodney could use his strategy on a bigger scale.  

Rodney replied that 50/50 program investigated dams for Jo’burg Water and Ekurhuleni, where 

they documented the success of cleaning up those dams. 

The Department of Technology enquired if the product had been tested by the Water Research 

Council (WRC).  Rodney stated that it had been tested by the Research team from Eskom, EWS, 

UNISEF, etc. – companies are noted in the report. 

Erica asked DWS and ERWAT to assist with an objective opinion on which way is the best way 

from here.  It was agreed that Kobus, Karen and 4 of the members at the FORUM would 

accompany Rodney for a site inspection, which is to be held by Friday the 24th of May 2019.    

A suggestion was made to get ERWAT to attend the meeting and that DWS should investigate 

this issue and give feedback in a few months. The question was asked “how effective are 

existing water treatment works regarding production / water results and costs and whether it is 

possible to use alternative means”.  DWS to assist. 
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7 SA / GAUTENG 

FOOD SECURITY 

PLAN 

Research is being done at the University of Pretoria on Innovation Labs for food security. A lot of 

planning and research is being done on agriculture and food production and making sure that 

there is enough food for future needs.  The Food & Agricultural Organisation said the world is not 

on track to eradicate hunger by 2030.  

Recent evidence indicates that 121 million people worldwide are undernourished.  The water 

from the Apies River and the Pienaars River are used for agriculture and for farming purposes. 

Poor water quality are negatively affecting food production.   

25% of South Africans were below the poverty line in 2015/2016.  A lot of them are dependent 

on water from our rivers and alternative sources which are not necessarily piped from national 

fresh water sources. 
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2.9 million households were involved in the production of food in 2011 in SA.  This has fallen to 

2.3 million in 2016. There were 13.5 million people who did not have enough food in 2002.  By 

2017, this has gone down to 6.8 million people.  80% of these people live in Gauteng. 

In South Africa, 7.5% of households are involved in agriculture as their main source of food. It’s 

a clear indication of absolute poverty that there is in the country and that is why it is important 

for the FORUM to address water issues and address job creation. That is why private sector 

businesses should be made to work and why people in managing systems are so very important. 

GDARD suggested that they get their colleagues from the Department of Agriculture to attend a 

Forum meeting to discuss and explain their plans going ahead.  It was agreed that the forum 

would like to know more on what is being planned on the water side. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GDARD 

 SOLID WASTE AND 

RECYCLING 

Tshwane’s Solid Waste Department are expected to give feedback at the next meeting regarding 

their plans on recycling.  

Nontokozo Mahlalela of GDARD stated that the Universities and Research Institutions have come 

together to develop and run strategies. It will be of help to understand what the laws and 

guidelines are. GDARD will invite the colleagues from the Department of Agriculture to do a 

presentation on who manages that particular problem, as it is a problem amongst the different 

sectors and municipalities. 

She said that GDARD was asked how one deals with institutions that are not complying with their 

own Plans.  Management Plans exist, but implementation remains a problem. There is a wishful 

thinking of implementing all these strategies and plans, but when GDARD assesses them, they are 

not ready. 

The Item will be added to the next Agenda.  GDARD to invite someone from the Department of 

Agriculture. 

Tshwane Solid Waste Department should also attend the Meeting.  
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8 ROLES AND 

REPSPONSIBILITIES 

IN WATER AND 

SANITATION 

The 2015 to 2020 Gauteng Environmental Implementation Plan summarises “In order to achieve 

efficient and effective environmental governance and management all organs of state must 

ensure that their five-year plans are aligned with national guidelines and reporting cycles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Map Forum Meeting         6 

 

By 2020, cooperative governance at national, provincial and local level should have improved and 

achieved the protection and sustainable use of natural resources in the province.”  Since we’re 

not close to the required end results by 2019, this means our management systems are inefficient. 

The final National Laws & Standards for Domestic, Water & Sanitation Services document, was 

published in the Government Gazette in September 2017.  The previous document addressed 

water standards in urban areas efficiently, but not in rural areas.  This document considers the 

availability for water resources, financial challenges, geographic placement issues, servicing 

vulnerable groups and addressing the backlog. The document is based on international and 

national guidelines and standards and summarises the Legislation.  The document address inter 

alia water meetings, water tariffs, water usage, recycling, hygiene and education and grey water 

management. 

“It is actual delivery, minutes, mandates and functions from the Domestic Water Centre are to 

establish, monitor and regulate guidelines to reach the National Water Sanitation policies. 

Preceding of our criteria to guide subsidies, to provide minimum standards of water sanitation 

services and to monitor and regulate service provision.” 

The delivery of water and sanitation services lies with the local City Council.  It is the 

responsibility of the Water Services Authority and DWS to ensure that adequate and appropriate 

investigations are done to ensure compliance.   

Erica stated that sufficient planning and regulations are in place, but implementation remains 

the problem.  The legislation states very clearly that DWS have to regulate the industry, including 

compliance by Tshwane.  DWS to provide feedback on the court case with Tshwane, and the way 

forward.  

Erica referred to the discussion of Rooiwal.  She pointed out that the poor water quality has been 

an issue since before 2011, and that there is another yet another postponement of the Phase 1 

upgrades.  It has been 8 years since Rooiwal was declared a disaster area and the Phase 1 upgrades 

have not yet commenced.  She declared that this is unacceptable.  The forum wants to know 

what DWS was going to do about this problem, because the law clearly states that it is the 

responsibility of DWS to ensure compliance. 

It was agreed that DWS will give feedback at the next meeting on this issue.   
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Kobus said that he will contact Mr Justice Maluleke of DWS to obtain his views on this issue.  The 

elections in May contributed to delays.  Kobus to give feedback at the next meeting. 

Erica congratulated the Adopt Moreletaspruit Forum on the work they had done to improve water 

quality in the Moreleta and pointed out how DWS could pick up the improvements in their water 

quality test results. 

Karen pointed out that non-compliance is a national problem.  DWS needs to address this urgently.  

Erica stated that not only does DWS have to right to question Tshwane and not accept this 

situation, but they have the responsibility to do so.  The Forum will assist.   

Erica pointed out that Kerneels Esterhuyse of COT Sanitation can only do so much.  Although 

great plans are in place, he must be supported by the Budget, Procurement, the Finances 

Department, the Politicians, the MMC’s and the City Manager.  It was pointed out that Tshwane’s 

management plans are not in place and that the forum has been asking for the information since 

September 2018.  The management plans were submitted to DWS at that time, but it was not 

accepted.   

 

KF 

9 FEEDBACK  
  

9.1 MORELETASPRUIT 

FORUM 

The possibility of installing toilet facilities at Moreleta Kloof Nature Area was investigated, 

specifically using engineered wetlands to clean the waste water, as up to 2000 people use the 

facilities monthly.  Adelene reported that there are plans to install an entrance gate, including 

toilet facilities.  It was agreed to wait for the budget in July. 

AM 

9.2 APIES RIVER / 

ROOIWAL COMMITE 

As above. 
  

9.3 PIENAARS RIVER 

FORUM / 

ROODEPLAAT 

WATER ACTION 

GROUP 

Kobus to get involved in the Telmar Rehabilitation Project.  

Kobus gave Mr Johan Alberts of Telmar a tour of the dam and explained to him where the problem 

areas were.  He pointed out that the major problem of the dam is the catchment area, which 

incudes Baviaanspoort WWTW. Kobus showed him the inflow from Zeekoegat WWTW.  The dam 

water was crystal clear with no smell or excessive hyacinth growth.  The problems experienced 

are debris / solid waste coming from the Edendale Spruit and the Pienaars River. 

The problem with Roodeplaat is getting more complicated year on year.  Management is shared 

between DWS, who takes the ultimate responsibility, the Department of Environmental Affairs, 

KF 
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the City of Tshwane, and Working for Water, who is based in Cape Town.  DWS in Tshwane is not 

monitoring the dam or plant growth, etc. so where the dam was free of plants less than a year 

ago, it is getting out of hand. 

Recent inspections by Matilda and Kerneels, COT Nature Reserve and Kobus indicated that 

pollution is very serious problem.  Dredging Africa provided a quotation to dredge the inlet.     

The new mayor, Cllr Stevens Mokgalapa committed on 24 April 2019 to rehabilitating the Pienaars 

River catchment.  It was agreed with the mayor that they will get together after the elections 

and negotiate regarding the process and clean-up.  Kobus is working closely with DWS regarding 

supply, management, cables etc.  Lack of funding remains a problem.  The water from the WWTW 

is clean and clear. 

Erica requested Tshwane’s Environmental Department to attend the meetings in future, as this 

will help to resolve on-going issues in Hammanskraal and Magaliesburg. 

 

 

 

 

 

KF/Cllr 

Stevens 

Mokgalapa 

9.4 CITY OF TSHWANE No Report.   

9.5 DEPARTMENT OF 

WATER AND 

SANITATION 

Kobus asked why the Department of DWS were stalling on the signing off of the Resource 

Management Plan. It was approved in 2007, they had a revision in 2016 and to date, struggling to 

get the new RMP approved, as they have to accommodate the license control plan within the RMP 

and the environment affairs cannot implement plans because they are not in compliance with 

the RMP.  Feedback requested. 

DWS  

9.5.1 LIMPOPO 

NORTHWEST CMA 

Wendy Ralekoa of the Limpopo/North-West Proto-CMA stated that they are continuing with 

establishment of the CMAs. Steering committees will be resuscitated, and they are gearing 

towards the establishment. 

Karen Marx stated that there was a change from 9 CMAs to 1 CMA, as National Treasury indicated 

it would be too expensive to run so many CMAs.  The forum requested a presentation of what will 

be done from the financial side, because if the financial model does not work, they will start 

again.  Sam Thobejane indicated that as time goes on, they will be more confident to present 

the implications of what is happening. 

Wendy mentioned that DWS was meeting with the WRC on 20 May 2019.  She will try to give 

feedback from the CMA at the next meeting on why delays are experienced and what the 

repercussions are.  Wendy to give presentation at the September meeting. 

WR Sep 2019 
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9.6 GAUTENG 

DEPARTMENT OF 

AGRICULTURE AND 

RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

Mathabo Phoka of GDARD described what the City Management does as part of the River Eco 

Status. They take samples for research purposes and quality indicators. 

GDARD took monitoring samples from the Apies River.  They could only access 1 point in the 

river and the result for summer 2018 (December to February) was 1.3 out of a scale of 1 to 7, 

which was very low.  The average given at the river was 3.5, which is a medium / average. The 

other measuring points could not be accessed, because of sewerage spills / blockage. 

The Pienaar River could not be accessed because of sewerage. 

DWS requested water quality test results from Tshwane to compare with theirs.  Mike Silberbauer 

indicated that his section doesn’t deal with municipal results, but that he can assist.     

It was noted how important it is for the private and public sectors to communicate with other. 
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10 COMMUNICATION It was agreed that the Contact List will be circulated with the Minutes once a year.   

11 DATE OF NEXT 

MEETING 

18 July 2019, 19 September 2019   

12 CLOSURE Kobus thanked Erica for work done. 

Erica declared the meeting closed and thanked members for their attendance and participation. 

  

 


