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Andre Potgieter, a representative of farmers and residents north of the city, says not enough is being done to 
address the water woes in the area.

THE City has undertaken to conduct listeria tests on water discharged from the 
Rooiwal Waste Water Treatment Plant into the Apies River. 

The announcement follows concerns by farmers in the north of the city that it might 
potentially contain the bacteria.

Senior official in the City’s water and sanitation department Kerneels Esterhuizen 
revealed the plan during a meeting at Roodeplaat Dam attended by different 
stakeholders of the Moretele, Apies River and Pienaarspoort forum yesterday. 

The meeting was also attended by officials from the national Department of Water 
and Sanitation.

For years the farmers in the area have bitterly complained that the poor quality of 
water from the river negatively affected their crops.

André Potgieter, a representative of farmers and residents, said: “From the point of 
view of the people of Region 2 it is pathetic to sit in (another) meeting since March 15 

"The City doesn't have the respect to do listeria testing (while) it is well-known that 
people are dying of that.”

Many people had run out of patience. because no one seemed to be willing to attend 
to the problem, he said.

Listeria check on Rooiwal water discharges



“This situation is affecting the northern side of the city. From the capital city point of 
view, we need to be an example on how things are done,” he said.

He told both the City and the department to get their act together and deal decisively 
with the problem.

Potgieter had brought a sample of dirty water from the river, which he showed to 
those in attendance.

The water was contained in bottles and it looked muddied with worms and faeces.

“We are not prepared to accept water quality like this in our river system. If you think 
that this is healthy water, you are more than welcome to consume it. The City needs 
to see to it that it doesn't happen. We don't want that anymore,” Potgieter said.

Erika Bergman, chairperson of the forum, said the reason for the existence of the 
platform was to get various parties to engage and the authorities to listen.

In response to Potgieter's claims, she said: “We realise there is a problem at Rooiwal 
and I think that is one of the biggest problem that we have. That is why it takes time at 
all of our meetings.” 

She acknowledged that the problem in Rooiwal was long-standing, but she pleaded 
with people to exercise patience as the City planned to start work to revamp the 
treatment plant.

“André, you are right that the quality of water is not good enough. I don’t think 
anybody here can use it. The City has the responsibility to fix it and the Department of 
Water and Sanitation has the responsibility to make sure that the City does its job," 
Bergman said.

She however said it was not easy for the City to spent R2.4 billion, which was needed 
to fix the Rooiwal plant.

“It is not an easy problem to solve. I would like to see more money spent faster, but I 
understand there are a lot of logistics involved. I think we need a little patience. I 
understand that your communities have a problem at the moment but we are fighting 
with you,” he said.

Sibusiso Nhlapo, scientist working for the department, cautioned against jumping to 
the conclusion that water in the Apies River contained listeria, saying people out there 
might believe that as the gospel truth.

He urged Potgieter to be careful about making such reckless statement in the media 
without any scientific proof.

“I think as Erika has indicated, let us be a bit patient. I do not want to come across as 
if I am defending the department,” he said.

He said a meeting needed to be hosted with the City manager, Dr Moeketsi Mosola, 
to get to the bottom of the problem at the treatment plant. “The department and the 
City are both part of the government and we have what we call corporate governance 
which also needs to be taken into account in as far as enforcement is concerned,” he 
said.


